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HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE
OF CHARLESTON, OAKLAND, AND MID-ATLANTIC
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REVEREND FR. CHRISTOPHER DAVIS

Jesus said, “If anyone Ioves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23 )
When a new person is baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ .
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshiping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Dan Volitich, Joann Rossman or leave message on 724-847-1111.

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshiping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who

have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and

then to take a piece of the blessed bread.




DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 09, 2026
TONE 1 / EOTHINON 10; TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& TENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

AFTER-FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST

Apostle Matthias; translation of the relics of Venerable Herman of Alaska,
wonderworker of America

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in His holy
mountain. Who settest fast the mountains by Thy strength, Who art girded about
with power.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment. The mountains shall rejoice at
the presence of the Lord, for He cometh; yea, He is come to judge the earth.
(Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

His foundations are in the holy mountains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured on Mount Tabor, who
sing to Thee: Alleluia.

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. (Refrain)

A man will say: Mother Sion; and: That man was born in her; and: The Most High
Himself hath founded her. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will | sing forever. The heavens shall confess Thy wonders,
O Lord, and Thy truth in the congregation of saints. Blessed is the people that
knoweth jubilation. O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance shall they walk, and in
Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day long.

After the verses of the Third Antiphon,
chant the apolytikion of the Transfiguration.




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For
which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy
Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who
alone art the lover of mankind.

APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal
Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting
light also enlighten us sinners, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou
Bestower of light, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our behalf.
Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and omanous
clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able,
beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified,
they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the

world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.

THE EPISTLE

(For the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost)
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)

Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death;
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for
Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in
honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill clad and buf-
feted and homeless; and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless;
when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are
now, as the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things. | do not write this to make you
ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For | became your father in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel. | urge you, then, be imitators of me.




THE GOSPEL
(For the Tenth Sunday of Matthew)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (17:14-23)

At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord, have
mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire,
and often into the water. And | brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal him.”
And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long am | to be with you?
How long am | to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked him, and the
demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Je-
sus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” Jesus said to them, “Because you
have no faith. For truly, | say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impos-
sible to you. This kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting.” As they were travel-
ing together through Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of man is to be delivered into
the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He will rise on the third day.”
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THE SYNAXARION

On August 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
holy Apostle Matthias.

Verses

Judas went out and was raised up on a halter
Matthias came in and was raised up on a scaffold.
On the ninth, single-hearted Matthias was raised on a scaffold.

Born in Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah, he was a pupil of St. Simeon the Host of
God in Jerusalem. Matthias was among those who loved the Lord with all their
hearts. Matthias was at first included among the “Seventy” Apostles of Christ, but,
after the Lord’'s Resurrection, because the place of Judas the betrayer fell vacant,
the apostles chose Matthias to take his place as one of the twelve Great Apostles
(Acts 1:23). Receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Matthias began to preach the
Gospel, first in Judea then in Ethiopia, where he suffered greatly for the sake of
Christ. In Judea, he was arrested and taken for trial before Ananias the High Priest,
before whom he fearlessly witnessed to Christ. Ananias—the same who had earlier
killed the Apostle James—condemned Matthias to death. Thus the Apostle went to
the eternal joy of his Lord.

On this day, we also commemorate the translation of the relics of Venerable
Herman of Alaska, wonderworker of America.




AUGUST SERVICES

(NO VESPER SERVICES FROM
MAY 1ST. THROUGH AUGUST 31ST.)

AUGUST 9TH SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
AFTER FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

+++++

AUGUST 15TH SATURDAY — COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 8:30-10:30am
+++++
AUGUST 16TH SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
AFTER -FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
RECOVERY FROM ODESSA OF THE ICON OF CHRIST NOT MADE BY HANDS
“THE HOLY NAPKIN”
COUNCIL MEETING 12 NOON
+++++
AUGUST 23RD SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
LEAVETAKING OF DORMITION

+++++

AUGUST 30TH SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
ALEXANDER, JOHN & PAUL THE NEW

+++++
SEPT. 1ST TUESDAY — ECCLESIASTICAL NEW YEAR

+++++
SEPT. 6TH SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM

MIRACLE OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

On Mt. Tabor, Jesus showed (human nature) clothed once more to his
chosen disciples, proving to all what we had once been, and what those of
us who believed in Him and attained to perfection in Him would be
through Him in the age to come.




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,

Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie, Oliver,
Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam, Michael, Esteven,
Phephile, Kyriel, Justin, Levon, Aiden, Kayla, Joni, Kirsten, Jonathan K., An-
drew, Yvonne ,Rosemary and Patty.

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF
THY SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:

Prayers are offered in memory of.......
++++++++++++++ R

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AUGUST 15TH SATURDAY —
THE MONASTERY OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN ELLWOOD CITY
FEAST OF THE DORMITIONOF OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS
9:40 AM - HOURS
10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY (to follow)
BLESSING OF THE FLOWERS & FRAGRANT HERBS

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN OF THE EAST PROJECT:

Widowed Clergy Wives Endowment Fund -> in 3rd and final year of this project,
amongst funds from parish chapters, a grant from Orthodox Vision Foun
dation and other sources, women of our churches raised more than
$907,000, bringing fund’s total value to more than $2,000,000.

AWE plans for SEPTEMBER 2026:
+Summer Book Club, culminating on September 13, 2026 via Zoom.
+Service Retreat on September 19, 2026 at St. Moses the Black Orthodox

Church and Neighborhood Resilience Project in Pittsburgh, PA.
SAVE THE DATE: Fall Retreat at Holy Protection Monastery, White Haven, PA
on NOVEMBER 7, 2026. Additional information, including registration details
available closer to date.




EYEWITNESS TO HIS GLORY

As our Lord’s public ministry was coming to an end, He found Himself
making that final journey to Jerusalem to confront His destiny. Before His suffer-
ing and ultimate death on the Cross, Jesus wanted to give His Apostles a glimpse
of His Divinity, so that they might be able to better endure the dark days that
would lie ahead. He ordered Peter, James and John to accompany Him on a rug-
ged climb to the peak of Mt. Tabor. Here he would be “changed” before their very
eyes, with “...His face shining as the sun and His garments becoming white as
snow.” The 3 apostles would also see a vision of Moses and Elijah of the Old
Testament appearing with the transfigured Christ, causing Peter to cry out:
“Lord, it is good for us to be here!” (Matthew 17:4) In an instant, however, this
miraculous event was over, and Christ and His faithful followers had to leave this
radiant setting behind and embark along the rugged road to Golgotha. It would
be awhile before Peter and the others would comprehend the magnitude of what
they had been privileged to see. Truly, they had been “eyewitnesses” to the glo-
ry of God, as Peter would write about later in one of his epistles.

Our Lord’s Transfiguration should serve to remind us that we, too, are
“eyewitnesses” to God’s glory. We repeatedly see how He touches the lives of
all of us — how He bestows His many blessings upon us and answers our pray-
ers. We see His love for us constantly. When we are faithful, great things are
revealed to us — just as they were to Peter, James, and John on Mt. Tabor. Yes,
it is good for us to be here in our own Christian communities as we strive to fur-
ther the growth of the Kingdom of God on earth. If our efforts are sincere, rest
assured that we will, one day, bask in the Light of Christ forever in the Kingdom
of Heaven.
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