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Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word,; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23)
When a new person is baptized or Chris mated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ.
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshiping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Dan Volitich, Joann Rossman or leave message on 724-847-1111.

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshiping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who

have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and

then to take a piece of the blessed bread.



Divine Liturgy on Sunday, July 19, 2026
Tone 6/ Eothinon 7

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council
Venerable Macrina, sister of Basil the Great; Venerable Dios of Antioch

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers
shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted there-
by. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who
art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto
the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our behalf.
Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and oma-
nous clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO

O undisputed intercessor of Christians the mediatrix, who are unrejected by
the Creator. Turn not away from the voice of our petitions, though we be
sinners. Come to us with aid in time, who cry unto thee in faith, for thou art
good. Hasten to us with intercessions, O Theotokos, who dost ever inter-
cede for those who honor thee.




THE EPISTLE
(Forthe Holy Fathers)

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O ye righteous.
Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven!

The Reading from the Epistle of $t. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things | desire
you to affirm confidently, that those who have believed in God may be thought-
ful of how to preside in honorable occupations. These things are good and
profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and genealogies, and conten-
tions, and controversies about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A
man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that
such a one is subverted, and sins, being self~-condemned. When | send Arte-
mas to you, or Tychicos, give diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for | have
determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their
journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people also
learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent
need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Holy Fathers)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19)

The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let yvour light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is
in heaven. Think not that | have come to abolish the law and the prophets; |
have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until
all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these command-
ments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.”




THE SYNAXARION

On July 19 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
Venerable Macrina, sister of Basil the Great; and \Venerable Dios
of Antioch.

On this Sunday, we commemorate the 630 holy and God-
bearing Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council, which con-
vened in Chalcedon in 451 against the Monophysites.

Verses

Shunning opposite errors like the sea monsters Scylla and
Charybdis,

The Fathers steer the Church on a straight course to safety.

The Holy Fathers were, once again, concerned with the na-
ture of Jesus Christ. The false teaching arose that Christ's human
nature (considered by heretics as less perfect) dissolved itself in
His divine nature (considered by heretics as more perfect). like a
cube of sugar in a parcel of water. Thus, in that scenario, Christ
had only one nafure, the Divine. These false preachers were
called Monophysites (“mono”, meaning “one” and “physis”, mean-
ing “nature”), and they were led by Eutyches and Dioscorus.
Monophysitism overemphasized the divine nature of Christ, at the
expense of the human. The Fourth Ecumenical Council con-
demned Monophysitism and proclaimed that Christ has two com-
plete natures: the divine and the human, as defined by previous
Councils. These two natures function as equally perfect, without
confusion, and are neither divided nor separate. The Fathers de-
clared that at no time did they undergo any change.




JULY/AUGUST SERVICES

(NO VESPER SERVICES FROM
MAY 1ST. THROUGH AUGUST 31ST.)

JULY 19TH SUNDAY— SUNDAY OF THE 4TH COUNCIL
DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
COUNCIL MEETING 12 NOON
+++++
JULY 26TH SUNDAY — TYPIKA 10AM
+++++
AUGUST 18T SATURDAY—DORMITION FAST BEGINS
+++++
AUGUST 2ND SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
AUGUST 6TH THURSDAY — TRANSFIGURATION
SERVICE AT MONASTERY OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
+++++
AUGUST 9TH SUNDAY — MATTHEW THE APOSTLE
DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
AUGUST 15TH SATURDAY — DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
+H++++

AUGUST 16TH SUNDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 10AM

FHH+++

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Until such time as the soul is mature enough to receive the Lord,

He will only sometimes allow it to see and sense that He is present

everywhere and fills all things. These are moments of indescriba-

ble joy. Butafter that, the Lord hides Himself from us once again in

order that we might yeam for Him and seek Him with all our heart.
Elder Thaddeus (Strabulovich) of Vitovnica




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,
Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie,
Qliver, Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam, Michael,
Esteven, Phephile, Kyriel, Justin, Levon, Aiden, Kayla, Joni, Kirsten,
Jonathan K., Andrew, Yvonne Rosemary and Patty.

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF
THY SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:

Prayers are offered in memory of.......
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VENERABLE SAINT MACRINA

Saint Macrina was the sister of the holy hierarchs Basil the Great and
Gregory of Nyssa, and was born in Cappadocia at the beginning of the
fourth century. Her mother, Emilia, saw an angel in a dream, naming her
unborn child Thekla, in honor of the holy Protomartyr Thekla. Saint
Emilia (January 1) fulfilled the will of God and named her daughter
Thekla. Another daughter was named Macrina, in honor of a grand-
mother, who suffered during the time of persecution under the emperor
Maximian Galerius.

Besides Macrina, there were nine other children. Saint Emilia herself
guided the upbringing and education of her daughter Macrina. Taught
her reading and writing in the Scriptural books and Psalms of David, se-
lecting examples from the sacred books which spoke of a pious and
God pleasing life. Also taught her to pray, attend church services, prop-
er knowledge of domestic governance and various handicrafts.

When Macrina grew up, she was betrothed to a pious youth. Who soon
died. She refused all the young men that sought marriage with her, hav-
ing chosen the life of a virgin and not wanting to be unfaithful to the
memory of her dead fiancé. She lived with her parents, helping them ful-
fill household tasks and upbringing of her younger brothers and sisters.
After the death of her father, she became the chief support for her fami-
ly. (St. Macrina’s life continued on last page ->)




VENERABLE SAINT MACRINA (CONT.)

When all the children grew up and left the home, Saint Macrina con-
vinced her mother, Saint Emilia, to leave the world, to set their slaves
free and to settle in a women’s monastery. Several of their servants fol-
lowed their example. Having taken monastic vows, they lived together
as one family, they prayed together, they worked together, they pos-
sessed everything in common, and in this manner of life nothing distin-
guished one from another.

After the death of her mother, Saint Emilia, Saint Macrina guided the
sisters of the monastery. She enjoyed the deep respect of all who knew
her. Strictness towards herself and temperance in everything were char-
acteristic of Saint Macrina all her life. She slept on boards and had no
possessions. Saint Macrina was granted the gift of wonderworking.
There was an instance (told by the sisters of the monastery to Saint
Gregory of Nyssa after the death of Saint Macrina), when she healed a
girl of an eye-affliction. Through the prayers of the saint, there was no
shortage of wheat at her monastery in times of famine. She provided a
wonderful example of those possessing the desire for God, who had
forsaken the vanity of the world.

Saint Macrina died in the year 380, after a final prayer of thanks to the
Lord for having received His blessings over all the course of her life.
She was buried in the same grave with her parents.
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