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MAY 03, 2026



ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

1501 8TH AVENUE
BEAVER FALLS, PA. 15010
(724) 847-1111
WWW.SAINTJOHNCHURCH.ORG

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA , ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE
OF CHARLESTON, OAKLAND, AND MID-ATLANTIC

REVEREND FATHER SERAPHIM MOSLENER

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23 )
When a hew person is baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ.
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshipping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Fr. Seraphim

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshipping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who
have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and
then to take a piece of the blessed bread.




DIVINE LITURGY FOR SUNDAY, MAY 03, 2026
TONE 3 /7 EOTHINON 5; FOURTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

MARTYRS TIMOTHY THE READER AND HIS WIFE MAURA OF EGYPT; PETER,
ARCHBISHOP OF ARGOLIS

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life!

Choir: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life! (twice)

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.

Refrain. Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us,
and have mercy upon us.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the peoples
give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. (Refrain)

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those that hate Him flee from be-
fore His face.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon
those in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. (Refrain)

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)

This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. (Refrain)




THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA

In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us,
O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a
mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and
become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths
of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your peas on our be-
half. Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologisn. Dispel from us the dark and
omanous clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou de-
stroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the
myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou
Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
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MEGALYNARION FOR PARALYTIC SUNDAY IN TONE ONE

The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying, O pure Virgin, rejoice; and | say
also, Rejoice; for thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day.

We believers in unison bless thee, O Virgin, crying: Rejoice, O gate of the Lord.
Rejoice, O living city. Rejoice, O thou from whom didst rise upon us from the dead
the Light of Resurrection, He Who was born of thee.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.




THE EPISTLE
O chant unto our God, chant ye. Clap your hands, all ye nations.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (9:32-42)

In those days, as Peter went throughout all regions, he came down also to the
saints who dwelt at Lydda. There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who was
bedridden for eight years and paralyzed. And Peter said to him: “Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you; arise and make your bed.” And immediately he arose. And all who dwelt at
Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned back to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa
a certain disciple named Tabitha (which means Gazelle). She was full of good works
and of charitable deeds which she did. And it came to pass in those days that she fell
sick and died; and when they had washed her, they placed her in an upper chamber.
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two
men to him entreating him: “Come to us without delay!” So Peter arose and went with
them. And when he arrived, they took him into the upper chamber. All the widows
stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and other garments which Tabitha made
while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed;
then turning to the body, he said: “Tabitha, arise!” And she opened her eyes, and when
she saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and raised her up. Then he
called the saints and widows and presented her alive. And it became known through-
out all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (5:1-15)

At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the
Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda, which has five porticoes. In these lay a
multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an
angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and troubled the water;
whoever stepped in first, after the troubling of the water was healed of whatever dis-
ease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw him
and knew that he had been lying there a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be
healed?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, | have no man to put me into the pool
when the water is troubled, and while | am going another steps down before me.” Je-
sus said to him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was
healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So the
Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry
your pallet.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me said to me, ‘Take up
your pallet, and walk.”” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up
your pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was,
for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found
him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are welll Sin no more, that nothing worse
befalls you.” The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus Who had healed
him.




APRIL/MAY SERVICES

MAY 03RD SUNDAY — SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC
MATINS SAM/ DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
MAY 10TH SUNDAY - SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
MATINS 9AM/ DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
MAY 17TH SUNDAY — SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++ )
MAY 24TH SUNDAY—FATHERS OF THE 1st COUNCIL
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
MAY 31ST SUNDAY — PENTECOST
MATINS 9AM/ DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“In the scriptures we discover there are five ways in which physi-
cal infirmity is given to human beings. Itis given to sinners either
that they may be corrected through repentance, or if they do not
deserve to be corrected, that it may be apparent even in this life
how they are to be condemned. To the just, on the other hand, it is
given either that they may receive the greater palm of patience, or
that, having been alerted by their infirmities.., they may with great-
er humility keep the merit of their justice. To a great many, however,
fleshly infirmity is many times given for this reason, that the glory
and power of either the Lord and Saviour, or His saints, may be
more widely known through their being healed.”

(St. Bede).




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,
Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie,
Oliver, Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam,
Michael, Esteven, Phephile, Kyriel, Justin, Levon, Aiden, Kayla,
Joni, Kirsten, Jonathan K., Andrew, Yvonne Rosemary and Patti..

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF
THY SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:

Prayers are offered in memory of.......
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) A children’s SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is meeting on Sunday,
following Divine Liturgy and will continue through May 31st. The
class will be taught by Jessica Hill. Children of all ages are wel-
come. The students and teacher will receive communion first each
Sunday and be dismissed to their class in the room behind the altar.

2) Fr. Seraphim has not yet received permission to be retired. He will
keep all updated.

3) THERE WILL BE NO VESPER SERVICES BEGINNING MAY 1ST.
THROUGH AUGUST

4) NOTE: There will be NO FASTING on Wednesdays and Fridays until
the Feast of the Ascension, for the whole FORTY days. (This was the De-
cision of the Holy Synod of the Church of Antioch in 1997.)




THE SYNAXARION

On May 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Martyrs Timothy
the reader and his wife Maura of Egypt; and Peter, archbishop of Argolis.

On this day, the fourth Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the Para-
lytic and, as is right, we celebrate the miracle wrought for him.

Verses
The word of Christ was strength for the paralytic;
So that this word alone was the man’s full healing.

Jesus healed the Paralytic at the Sheep’s Pool, located near the Sheep’s
Gate of Jerusalem, where people sacrificed their beasts and washed their in-
sides. The pool had five sides, with a porch and arch on each. A number of
people, afflicted with various diseases, passed through them, waiting at the
water for an angel to come down and stir it. Once it moved, whoever stepped
into the water first was instantly healed. One poor man, whose story is re-
counted in today’s Gospel lection in the Divine Liturgy, waited 38 years for
someone to lower him into the water, because he was unable to move into
the water himself. However, the Savior merely commanded the man to get up
and walk, and he was healed.

In Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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