MARCH 15, 2026



ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

1501 8TH AVENUE
BEAVER FALLS, PA. 15010
(724) 847-1111
WWW.SAINTJOHNCHURCH.ORG

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE
OF CHARLESTON, OAKLAND, AND MID-ATLANTIC
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REVEREND FATHER SERAPHIM MOSLENER

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23 )
When a new person is baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ .
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshipping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Fr. Seraphim

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshipping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who
have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and
then to take a piece of the blessed bread.



DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026
TONE 7 7/ EOTHINON 7

THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

VENERATION OF THE PRECIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS

MARTYR AGAPIOS OF PALESTINE AND THOSE WITH HIM; APOSTLE ARISTOBOULOS OF THE
SEVENTY, FIRST BISHOP OF BRITAIN; NEW-MARTYRS MANUEL OF CRETE AND PARTHENIOS

*"*DIvINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT""

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

The light of Thy countenance, O Lord, has been signed upon us. Thou hast given
to those that fear thee a sign, to flee from the bow.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive. Thou hast given an
inheritance to those that fear Thy Name, O Lord. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Let us worship at the
place where His feet have stood.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to
Thee: Alleluia.

God is our King before the ages; He has wrought salvation in the midst of the earth.
(Refrain)

| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool. O Lord, save Thy people
and bless Thine inheritance. Feed them, and lift them up forever.

After verse of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the Holy Cross.

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting to Thy people
victory over all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross preserving Thy
commonwealth.




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief, Thou
didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine
Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world
the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE ONE

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting to Thy people victo-
ry over all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross preserving Thy common-
wealth.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our be-
half. Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and
omanous clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT (AND AKATHIST SATURDAY)
IN TONE EIGHT

To thee, the Champion Leader, do | offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who
hast delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O The-
otokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver
me, that | may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN

Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship, Master, and Thy Holy Resurrection we
glorify. (thrice)

Glory fo the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

And we glorify Thy Holy Resurrection. Dynamis!

Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship, Master, and we glorify Thy Holy Res-
urrection.
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Procession of of the HOLY CROSS

After “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” in the Divine Liturgy

Fr. Seraphim will come out of the altar and carry the Holy Cross on
a tray and proceed to the center of the church before the altar.




THE EPISTLE
(For the Third Sunday of Great Lent)

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God!
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)

Brethren, since we have a great High Priest, Who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. For we do
not have a High Priest Who is unable to sympathize with our infirmities, but
one Who has been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy, and may find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest, being
taken from among the people, is appointed on behalf of the people in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer up both gifts and sacrifices for sins; who
can have compassion on the ignorant and on those who are erring, since he
himself also is encompassed with infirmity. Because of this he is bound, as for
the people so also for himself, to offer up for sins. And no one takes the honor
upon himself, but as being called by God, as was Aaron. So Christ also did
not glorify Himself to become a High Priest, but it was by the One saying to
Him, “Thou art My Son, today | have begotten Thee." As He says also in an-
other place, “Thou art a Priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."

THE GOSPEL
(For the Third Sunday of Great Lent)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it prof-
it a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in re-
turn for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when He comes in the
glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the king-
dom of God come with power.”




MARCH/APRIL SERVICES

MAR. 14TH SATURDAY—GREAT VESPERS 5PM
MAR. 15TH SUNDAY — VENERATION OF THE CROSS
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM

+++++

MAR. 18TH. WEDNESDAY

6PM Pre-Sanciified Liturgy followed by a light meal.
MAR. 20TH FRIDAY
6PM Little Compline with Akathist Canon

+++++

MAR.21ST SATURDAY—Community Breakfast 8:30 -10:30am
GREAT VESPERS 5PM

MAR. 22ND SUNDAY— JOHN OF THE LADDER

MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM

+++++

MAR. 23RD MONDAY— FULL STORY OF ST. ANDREW OF

CRETE w/ STORY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT 6PM

+++++

MAR. 25TH WEDNESDAY — ANNUNCIATION

FEASTAL MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY (ST. John) 10AM

+++++

MAR. 27TH FRIDAY— LITTLE COMPLINE WITH AKATHIST
+++++
MAR. 28TH SATURDAY— GREAT VESPERS 5PM
MAR. 29TH SUNDAY — ST. MARY OF EGYPT
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
APR. 1ST WEDNESDAY
6PM Pre-Sanctified Liturgy followed by a light meal.




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,
Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie,
Oliver, Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam,
Michael, Esteven, Phephile, Kyriel, Holden, Justin, Levon, Aiden,
Kayla, Kristen, Jonathan K., Andrew and Rosemary.

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF THY
SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:

Prayers are offered in memory of ......

o o I e R R R e s

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) We are still collecting donations for the seminarians and their
families. Donations will be accepted throughout the Month of March. Please
place in bowl near altar.

2) The Antiochian Woman NAB continues its tradition of designating
MARCH AS ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S MONTH. This year, once again highlight
the importance of the annual project. The Widowed Clergy Wives Endowment
Fund provides meaningful , ongoing and direct assistance to the wives of our
departed clergy who have faithfully and lovingly served the Church alongside
their husbands. Donations will be accepted throughout the month. Please
use Envelopes on table in Narthrex
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“Lent is our self-crucifixion, our experience, limited as it is, of Christ's com-
mandment heard in the Gospel lesson... ‘If any man would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 34). But we can
not take up our cross and follow Christ unless we have His Cross, which he
took up in order to save us.”

(Fr. Alexander Schmemann)




SUFFERING BRINGS GLORY
At this midpoint of Lent, which the Orthodox Church designates as
CROSS VENERATING SUNDAY, the symbol of the Cross is put before us.
Let these words by Matthew the Poor serve to strengthen and refresh us:

“For Christ, the mystery of the Cross is the mystery of His glory.
The overwhelming suffering the Lord underwent, His psychological tor-
ment at the injustice and crookedness of His trial, the desertion of His dis-
ciples, the treachery of Judas, and the knowledge that the high priests had
agreed with one of His disciples to put a value of just thirty pieces of silver
on His life —-All this was a path for Him to leave the world of passing trivi-
alities and enter into the glory of the Father. We in every time and place
must tread the same path. The Cross with its enormous suffering cannot
be compared with the glory it brought forth. The Cross did not come by
chance into the life of the Lord; He was born for it. “For this purpose |
have come to this hour” (Jn. 12:27). Man is born for suffering, and suffer-
ing was born for man. But at the same time the Cross was not an irrevoca-
ble imposition on the Lord. We feel this from His words and are sure of it
in view of His holiness and divinity. He made it irrevocable for Himself —
“Shall | not drink the cup which the Father has given Me?" )Jn. 18:11) — In
order to share with us the inevitability of the suffering.”
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