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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1501 8STH AVENUE
BEAVER FALLS, PA. 15010
(724) 847-1111
WWW.SAINTJOHNCHURCH.ORG

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA , ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE
OF CHARLESTON, OAKLAND, AND MID-ATLANTIC
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REVEREND FATHER SERAPHIM MOSLENER

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23 )
When a new person is baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ .
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshipping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Fr. Seraphim

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshipping community that shares in “one body...one faith”.
(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who
have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome fo come forward and receive a blessing and
then to take a piece of the blessed bread.



DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2026
TONE 2 / EOTHINON 2
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON &
AFTERFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF CHRIST

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

My heart hath poured forth a good word; | speak of my works to the king. My
tongue is the pen of a swiftly writing scribe.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore, God hath blessed thee forever. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy comeliness and Thy beauty.
Bend Thy bow, and proceed prosperously, and be king.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of righteous *
Simeon , who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

Thine arrows are sharp, O mighty One, in the heart of the king's enemies; whereby
the peoples fall under Thee. (Refrain)

A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
THE THIRD ANTIPHON

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own
people, and thy father's house. Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy
countenance. | shall commemorate thy name in every generation.

After the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the
Apolytikion of the Presentation of Christ.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One,
then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the
dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O
Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.




APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice,
Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O right-
eous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Res-
urrection.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our be-
half. Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and
omanous clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin's womb by Thy birth, and didst bless Simeon's
hands as was meet, by anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ God. But grant
peace in the midst of wars unto Thy commonwealth and strengthen the hierarchs
whom Thou hast loved, O only Friend of man.

THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)

The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things
are lawful for me, but | will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the
stomach and the stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other.
The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | therefore take the members of
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he
who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written,
“The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside
the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You
are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's.




THE GOSPEL

(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to
me." And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered
his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose
in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, ‘'How many of my father's hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but | perish here with hunger! | will arise and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; |
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.™
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father
saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the
son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no long-
er worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and
bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry.
Mow his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this
meant. And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’” But he was angry and re-
fused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father,
‘Lo, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command; yet
you never gave me a kid that | might make merry with my friends. But when this son
of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fat-
ted calfl’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.™

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“Well did he return to himself who departed from himself.. Indeed,
whosoever returns to the Lord returns to himself, and who soever departs
from Christ disinherits himself.

(St. Amrose)




FEBRUARY SERVICES

FEB. 7TH SATURDAY — NO GREAT VESPERS
FEB. 8TH SUNDAY — SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
FEB. 14TH SATURDAY— GREAT VESPERS 5PM
FEB. 15TH SUNDAY — JUDGMENT SUNDAY
MATINS 9AM/ DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AFTER DIVINE LITURGY
IN SANCUARY
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING TO FOLLOW
+++++
FEB. 21ST. SATURDAY --Community Breakfast 8:30-10:30am
GREAT VESPERS 5PM
FEB. 22ND SUNDAY —FORGIVENESS SUNDAY

MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
FIRERRA

FEB. 23RD MONDAY—GREAT LENT BEGINS

6PM Great Compline with first quarter of Great Canon of St. Andrew
FEB. 24TH TUESDAY

6PM Great Compline with second quarter of Great Canon of Andrew
FEB. 25TH WEDNESDAY

6PM Pre-Sanctified Liturgy followed by a light meal.
FEB. 26TH THURSDAY

6PM Great Compline with third quarter of Great Canon of St. Andrew




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,
Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie,
Oliver, Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam,
Michael, Esteven, Phephile, Kyriel, Holden, Justin, Levon, Aiden, and
Kayla.

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF
THY SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:
Prayers are offered in memory of ......
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THE SYNAXARION

On February 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr Theo-
dore the General (‘Stratelates’); and the Prophet Zachariah.

On the Sunday which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of
our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs:
Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrys-
ostom).

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which
occurs in the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.

Verses

O thou who art like me, a prodigal, come forward with confidence and
tranquility;

For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the
sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of God's compassion. For in the
person of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that sin creates for us, dis-
tant from God and His Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves and
awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to
call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope
of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to re-
move the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.




AN “ICON” IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS

Just like a picture, an icon can capture the essence of a moment with greater clari-
ty than the written word. [t can teach a story instantly. Let’s turn our attention to
the icon of the FEAST DAY OF THE ASCENSION. If we look at the Book of Acts 1:1
-12, we see that the iconic depiction of the holy day carefully follows this scriptural
account. The main focus of the icon is Christ Himself, Who was taken up into
heaven as His apostles watched. He is shown in such a way that it is impossible
to determine whether He is LEAVING the earth or RETURNING to it. Angels ap-
peared soon after He ascended, saying; “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing
up into heaven? This same Jesus Who was taken up from you into heaven will so
come in like manner as you saw Him go into Heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

The Mother of God is also shown prominently in the Ascension icon.
Church Tradition tells us that she was present for this joyous event, as well as for
the Feast Day of Pentecost. While the Apostles seem to be perplexed by what they
have just witnessed, the Theotokos wears an expression of peace on her face, ful-
ly comprehending the deep mysteries of her Son’s Birth, Death, Resurrection and
Ascension. Unlike the Apostles, she is not looking upward into the sky, but rather
towards us in prayerful serenity. Note also that the Apostles are depicted without
halos, a further symbol of their continued lack of understanding of the moment.

The Icon of the Ascension certainly expresses the concept of Christ reign-
ing over His Church. We, His followers, must embark on His Command to “go and
teach all nations.”
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