FEBRUARY 1, 2026



% ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
: ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1501 8TH AVENUE
BEAVER FALLS, PA. 15010
(724) 847-1111
WWW.SAINTJOHNCHURCH.ORG

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA , ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK

. . B2 AND

R e —— METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

HIS GRACE BISHOP THOMAS, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE
OF CHARLESTON, OAKLAND, AND MID-ATLANTIC

e
e
¥

|
H
i
B
li
:

REVEREND FATHER SERAPHIM MOSLENER

Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. (John 16:23 )
When a new person is baptized or Chrismated we say to that person, “Welcome
Home!” The Church is where each person voluntarily belongs as one who
believes in and belongs to Christ .
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We take this opportunity to welcome those guests worshipping with us.

Anyone wishing to request prayers for Health and Well-being, or a Trisagion prayer,
please contact Fr. Seraphim

The Orthodox Church understands that the sacraments we experience are a fundamental
part of the sacred life of a worshipping community that shares in “one body...one faith".
{(Eph. 4:5). Thus, we can only share Communion with those who are Orthodox and who
have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and Confession. If you are not Orthodox, or
are not properly prepared, you are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing and
then to take a piece of the blessed bread.




DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 01, 2026
TONE 1 / EOTHINON 1
SUNDAY OF THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN &
FOREFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF CHRIST

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.
For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory
to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O
Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION IN TONE ONE
(**The soldiers standing guard™*)

The Heavens' choir looked down from the vaults of the Heavens, * and gazing on
the earth, they beheld with amazement * the First-born of all creation brought forth
as a suckling babe * to the Temple by a pure and virginal mother; * and with us,
they now do sing a hymn for the Forefeast, * astonished and full of awe.

SATURDAY

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

O beloved Apostle of Christ God, Come quick and save a people with no recourse.
He who let you rest your head on his breast, will not reject your pleas on our behalf.
Beseech him then, O wise and holy theologian. Dispel from us the dark and oma-
nous clouds of disbelief. Grant us all of his peace and great mercy.

KONTAKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION IN TONE FOUR
(**On this day Thou hast appeared**)

On this day doth Simeon * receive with gladness * God, the giver of the Law;
* and he doth cry to Him in fear: * Let me depart now, O Master Christ, * for |
have seen Thee, the glory of Israel.

++++++++++

NO FASTING— FIRST WEEK OF FEBRUARY '1st to 7th




THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican)

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord,
O ye righteous.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to
St. Timothy. (3:10-15)

My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, pur-
pose, faith, longsuffering, love, patience, persecutions, sufferings, what
things befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecu-
tions | endured! And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Indeed all
who would live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But peo-
ple who are wicked and deceivers will proceed from worse to worse,
deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in the things
which you have learned and have been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them, and how from infancy you have known
the sacred temple writings which are able to make you wise for salva-
tion through faith in Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:10-14)

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee
stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, | thank Thee that | am not
like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax col-
lector. | fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that | get.” But the tax col-
lector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ | tell you, this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every-
one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”




THE SYNAXARION

On February 1 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Martyr Tryphon
of Syria; and Martyr Perpetua of Carthage and her four companions.

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Pharisee and
the Publican, which occurs in the Holy Gospel according to Luke the Evange-
list.

Verses
If you resemble the Pharisee, run far away from the Temple;

For inside is Christ before Whom only the humble are acceptable.

Verses for the Triodion
O Creator of everything heavenly and earthly, receive Thou from the An-
gels a Trinitarian song,

And from us men a noble and reverent Triodion.

In our Savior's parable, Jesus uses a Pharisee, a leader of the syna-
gogue, who was regarded in public opinion as virtuous; and a publican, a tax
collector, who was regarded as oppressive, greedy and a sinner. In their pray-
ers to God, we discover the real hearts of these two men. We thus learn of the
harm that comes from pride and the good that comes from humility. The divine
Church Fathers sought to alert and prepare the Christ-loving clergy and laity
for the upcoming period of the Great Fast. Therefore, on this Sunday we are
reminded that humility is the greatest weapon against pride, as we imitate the
humility of the publican to ascend to the divine heights.
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
“Restrain not thyself from saying, ‘God be gracious to me the sin-
ner.” Remember Him Who says by the voice of Esaias, ‘Do thou
first confess thy transgression, that thou mayest be justified.” Re-
member, too, that He rebukes those who will not do so, and says,
‘Behold, | will plead with thee, whereas thou sayest, ‘| have not
sinned (Jer 2:35).” Examine the words of the saint, for one says, ‘A
righteous man accuses himself at the beginning of his speech
(Prov 18:17),” and another again ‘Mine iniquity have | acknowl-
edged, and my sin | have not his., | said, ‘l will confess mine iniqui-
ties before the Lord against myself. And Thou forgavest the un-
godliness of my heart (Ps 31.5).’




JANUARY/FEBRUARY SERVICES

JAN. 31ST SATURDAY — NO GREAT VESPERS
FEB. 1ST SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN & PHARISEE
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
bt
FEB. 2ND MONDAY — DIVINE LITURGY 6PM
MEETING OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE
+++++
FEB. 7TH SATURDAY — GREAT VESPERS 5PM
FEB. 8TH SUNDAY — SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
+++++
FEB. 14TH SATURDAY— GREAT VESPERS 5PM
FEB. 15TH SUNDAY — JUDGMENT SUNDAY
MATINS 9AM/ DIVINE LITURGY 10AM
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AFTER DIVINE LITURGY
IN SANCUARY
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING TO FOLLOW
ottt
FEB. 21ST. SATURDAY --Community Breakfast 8:30-10:30am
GREAT VESPERS 5PM
FEB. 22ND SUNDAY —FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
MATINS 9AM / DIVINE LITURGY 10AM




PRAYERS ARE OFFERED FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF:

Fr. Steven, Kh. Paraskeva, Carol, Debbie, Trish, Shannon, Justin,
Perry Sassic & family, Roddy, Jan, Fr. Andrew, Frank, Charlene,
Cindi, Harriet, Joann, Cindy, Ray, Marlene, Julianna, Elias, Carrie,
Oliver, Pauline, Despina, Julius, Jonathan, Kristen, Luca, Sam,
Michael, Esteven, Phephile, Kyriel, Holden, Justin, Levon and Kayla.

FOR THOU ARE THE RESSURECTION, THE LIFE, AND THE REPOSE OF
THY SERVANTS WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP ESPECIALLY:

Prayers are offered in memory of ......
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ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN have three events coming up to offer
spiritual enrichment:

1) February 1, 2026 at 6:30 pm on Zoom

“Orthodox Action: An Exploration of the Church’s ministry to
the poor in the 21st Century.” at 6:30 on Zoom*

*Link to zoom meeting: https://tinyurl.com/living-faith-02-01-26
Guest Speakers Rev. Fr. Paul & Kh. Kristina Abernathhy

2) February 18, 2026 NAB Zoom Event

AW Book Club election — The Art of Myrrh Bearing,
Elissa Bjeletich Davis.

3) March 27-29, 2026, AWE LENTEN SPRING RETREAT AT
THE ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE, entitled, “Lifting Up Your
Hearts in Psalms and Praises”

Guest Speaker Rev. Fr. John El Massih




GOD KEEPS A PROMISE

According to the law of Moses, all Hebrew parents were required to bring their first
-born son to the Temple on the 40th day after his birth. This was done in remem-
brance of the Hebrew exodus from Egypt and their freedom from slavery — when
their first-born sons were protected from the “angel of death,” — who slew the
young male children of the Egyptians. It was customary to bring a sacrifice to the
Temple that day in thanksgiving to God.

Obedient to the precept of their people, Joseph and Mary brought the infant
Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after His birth. As their sacrifice, they
brought two young doves with them. While there, they encountered the Righteous
Simeon — a pious man who was advanced in years. God promised him that he
would not die until he saw the coming of the Messiah. When Simeon came upon
Christ and His parents, he knew that this was the One for Whom the world had
waited: the Light Who would enlighten the Gentiles. Indeed, Simeon knew that he
could now “depart in peace.” Simeon blessed them and proclaimed that: “this
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel.” (Luke 2:34)

Before returning home, Mary, Joseph and Jesus also met Anna, a prophet-
ess who had lived in the Temple some 84 years as a widow. She, too, recognized
the true identity and mission of the young Child.

This event is celebrated as the FEAST OF THE MEETING OF THE LORD by
our Holy Orthodox Church in February each year. To further emphasize the coming
of ther “Light” into a darkened world, candles are blessed on this holy day.
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OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2026

Crealed by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
Fast - Free Week f d | ARICIHENN W Show compassion on the poor
/M Q' Publican and the Pharisee . .
FEBRUARY 1st g\ Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15 e d""}?“’j‘ T::;’ mH{';oI:LI
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 not yourself and ask for His help
before every task this week.
Normal Fast Week The Prodigal Son Returns! : :
FEBRUARY 8th Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12:20 Sc'“;"".‘}f;: "l’:ﬁl" LGE;::bE":" =i
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 Y Y it
Use up/freeze meats this week.
Meatfare The Last Judgement - Pray facing E‘;:* 'hi;‘";"‘- ;
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 rist is returning from the East an
FEBRUARY 15th - Gl::ip:l: MuH::w ;’;:3146 we wait for Himl
il s v Rt Use up/freeze dairy this week.
Chisaseline Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY Ask each other for
FEBRUARY 22nd &) » Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this
FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY ‘ Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21 week before bed.
St Qo Lt GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS ' '
MARCH 1st SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to 'church
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2 for a procession.
Gospel: John 1:43-51
2nd Sunday of Lent ST GREGORY PALAMAS g
E el Heb 1:10.2:3 blessed today!
MARCH 8th GF::p:i: M: rll':;":l-lﬁ : Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.
S Sunuy b Lavi YELNEE‘?E?E gﬁf THE HOLY CROSS Wear your cross to church and
MARCH 15th Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-5:6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34.9:1 each morning with a bow!
4th Sunday of Lent ST JOHN of the LADDER Every time you climb stairs this week
MARCH 22nd Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20 ask St. John to help you reach
Gospel: Mark 9:17-31 Paradise with the sign of the crossl
5th Sunday of Lent ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you
MARCH 29th Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 and the world pure thoughts
Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 and ideas this week.
FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAYI GREAT AND HOLY WEEK Place your palm branches
ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM and pussywillows behind
APRIL 5th Eoi ety 3
pistle: Philippians 4:4-9 an icon at home
GREAT WEEK BEGINS Gospel: John 12:1-18 and in your carl
GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY - GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
ﬁ g JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS Refrain from TV, Internet &
APRIL 10th ‘ 9 CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phones to honor Christ’s Death.
|\ ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE
; ; i S I N SROLER BEATOENONES Greet everyone with
FEAST OF FEASTS| . TEESSEEES “CHRIST IS RISENI”
APRIL 12th ’ HOLY PASCHAI (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before
NO FASTINGI EPESﬂB: Acts 1:1-8 GOSPBIZ John 1:1-17 gggd morning and goodnighﬂ



